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High Surf Advisory and High Rip Current Risk Remain in Effect for Guam
Issued: September 3, 2026 — 6:41 a.m. ChST

The Guam Homeland Security/Office of Civil Defense (GHS/OCD) advises residents that a National Weather
Service (NWS) High Surf Advisory and High Rip Current Risk remain in effect for west-facing reefs of the
Marianas. The High Surf Advisory is in effect until 4 p.m. ChST Friday, September 4, 2026. The High Rip
Current Risk remains in effect through Friday afternoon.

A monsoon surge will bring large swells from the southwest to the northwest to the Marianas, causing surf and
rip currents to become hazardous. Surf may be slightly higher for Guam than the CNML.

What to Expect

o Large breaking waves of 8 to 10 feet are expected in the surf zone along west-facing reefs.
o Dangerous rip currents are expected.

e Dangerous swimming and surfing conditions and localized beach erosion.

e Rip currents can sweep even the best swimmers away from shore into deeper water.

What You Should Do Now
Rip currents will be life-threatening. Residents and beachgoers are advised to take the following precautions:
o Inexperienced swimmers should remain out of the water due to dangerous surf conditions.
o If caught in a rip current, relax and float. Don't swim against the current. If able, swim in a direction
following the shoreline. If unable to escape, face the shore and call or wave for help.

e Monitor official updates from NWS Tiyan and GHS/OCD for changing conditions.

GHS/OCD continues to monitor conditions in coordination with NWS Tiyan and will provide additional
information as needed.

For the latest official weather information, visit the National Weather Service at weather.gov/gum. For
preparedness information, visit ghs.guam.gov or contact the GHS/OCD at 475-9600.
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