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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

PUBLIC ADVISORY 

Guam Is Not in the Path of Tropical Storm Saudel (17W); GHS/OCD Monitoring Closely 

Issued: 10:45 AM ChST, Friday, August 21, 2026 

Based on the current National Weather Service forecast, Guam is not in the path of Tropical Storm Saudel 
(17W). There are no tropical storm or typhoon watches or warnings in effect for Guam. Saudel is passing well 
east of Guam and moving northwest toward the far Northern Mariana Islands. 

Guam Homeland Security and the Office of Civil Defense (GHS/OCD) is closely monitoring the system in 
coordination with the National Weather Service and will immediately advise the public if the forecast or the 
threat to Guam changes. 

Current Status 

As of 7:00 a.m. ChST today, the center of Saudel was approximately 305 miles east of Guam, moving 
northwest at 13 mph, with maximum sustained winds of 45 mph. Saudel is forecast to continue northwest 
toward the far Northern Mariana Islands and intensify. 

Warnings are in effect for portions of the far Northern Marianas, and tropical storm watches remain in effect for 
Tinian and Saipan. None of those watches or warnings include Guam. 

Guam Hazard 

While Saudel does not currently pose a direct tropical cyclone threat to Guam, swell associated with the system 
will produce a high risk of rip currents along east-facing reefs. 

The National Weather Service has issued a High Rip Current Risk for east-facing reefs of Guam and the 
Marianas from 3:00 p.m. Friday through Sunday afternoon. An east-to-northeast swell associated with Saudel is 
expected to increase surf and produce dangerous rip currents. 

What You Should Do Now 

• No tropical cyclone protective action is required for Guam at this time. Residents should continue normal 
activities while remaining aware of official updates from GHS/OCD and the National Weather Service. 

• Stay out of the water along east-facing shorelines through the weekend. Rip currents will be life threatening. 
• If caught in a rip current, relax and float. Don't swim against the current. Swim in a direction following the 

shoreline. If you can't escape, face the shore and call or wave for help. 

http://www.ghs.guam.gov/


 

 

GHS/OCD continues to coordinate with the National Weather Service and will provide updates if conditions 
warrant. 
 
September Is National Preparedness Month 

Systems like Saudel are a reminder that this is Guam's most active time for tropical weather. September is 
National Preparedness Month, and GHS/OCD encourages every household to make a plan, build a kit, and 
know your alerts before the next storm threatens the island. Watch for GHS/OCD's National Preparedness 
Month activities throughout the month, including a community event at Micronesia Mall on September 19. 

For the latest forecasts and warnings, visit weather.gov/gum. For GHS/OCD updates, visit ghs.guam.gov. 
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